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Two are better than one... BUT THE FRUIT OF THE
for if they fall,
one will lift up the other.

SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY,
—Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 PEACE, PATIENCE,

KRINDNESS, GOODNESS,

FAITHFULNESS,
= GALATIANE 5:22
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IArticIes

“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps.
118:24).

Rejoice And Be Glad, 04/26/2024 By Sam Bunyard

Little moments, like seeing the sunset or listening to the birds sing, remind
me who gave this day. On Sundays, | know that it is the Lord’s Day (Rev.

1:10). This is a beautiful thought, but not what the context of Psalm 118 is
about!

“The Stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes” (Ps. 118:22-23). The
“day the Lord has made” is the day of Messiah’s reign! “The kings of the
earth took their stand, and the rulers gathered together against the Lord and
against His Christ” (Ac. 5:26). Yet, all of this was “the Lord’s doing”! The
early disciples prayed, “Truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, Whom You
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose
determined before to be done” (Ac. 5:27-28).

The nations plotted against the plans of God, saying “Let us break Their
bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords from us” (Ps. 2:3). Peter and
John told some of those behind this plot that Jesus “is the stone which was
rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone” (Ac.
5:11). In rejecting the reign of Jesus, they played into God'’s plan for our
redemption!

Through the sacrifice of Jesus the prophecy was fulfilled, “Behold, | lay in
Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will
by no means be put to shame” (I Pe. 2:6). Only God can take the greatest
tragedy in history and turn it into cause for rejoicing and gladness!

“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps.
118:24).



You Can’t Go Back 04/23/2024 by Terry Wane Benton

| visited the place where | grew up, Union Springs, Al., to see how things had changed
after 30 years. The house was still there, the fence was gone, most of the rental houses to
the left were gone, and the big Weeping Willow tree next door was gone. Fences were
gone, and the row of Mimosa trees lining the front of the neighborhood was gone.

| asked permission from the strangers living in our old house to stroll through the woods to
see the areas we used to play in. The big pine tree we called the "Tree of Ages" was cut
down to a stump; the ravine in front of it was much shallower, and | could hardly find the
pond to the left of the ravine. It shrank and filled in so that it was hardly two inches deep,
and the pasture was no longer a pasture as it was filled in with more trees and brush. The
pasture across the road from our house was filling in with more trees and brush, and thus,
the view of the afternoon sunsets would have been obscured.

The town had changed tremendously, and only a very few people that | would have known
In my time had stayed to grow up there. The church had moved to a new location with
many deceased, and the recreation center was now gone, and a hardware store took up
the whole lot where we parked as teens. The football field and baseball field next to the
elementary school were gone. The grounds where we played marbles and other games
were very different. Thus, so many things that occupied my memories of growing up were
changed.

The point in all this is that you can't go back to the way things were. As we age, we like to
reminisce about our good times and try to forget our foolish ways and foolish youthful
mistakes. We like to think of that time of growing up, things we did as we played and
roamed the area on bikes, and the wonders of nature to our younger perceptions, our
dogs, cats, neighbors, and friends, and those we didn't get along well with, the fun friends
at school and the snobs who thought they were too good to acknowledge us, and those
we were snobbish toward because they were different from us.

Some things | would like to tweak and change a bit if | could go back, and things | really
enjoyed about my time of youth. But you can't go back! What you have to face is the
reality of the now, the present, and the little future in this vehicle that we know as our
fleshly body. We are making our way to the end of a brief journey. We will face the
Almighty Judge and give an account of ourselves (Il Corinthians 5:10). The whole duty
here is to fear God and keep His commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13). How we behave
toward God and let His word transform us is all that will matter now and in the end. It is too
late for some things, and not too late to get right with God and begin the transformation
(Romans 12:1-3).

You can't go back but can move forward with great spiritual blessings in Christ (Acts 2:37-
41; Ephesians 1:3-7). Today is the day of salvation (Il Corinthians 6:1-2)! It is yours to
make into the best day of your life! You can't go back, but you can make the rest of it the
best yet! What will you do now?



