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The sacrifice you desire is a broken
spirit. You will not reject a broken

and repentant heart, O God.
Psalm 51:17

Matthew 86

If anyone causes one of these little ones--
those who believe in me--to stumble,
it would be better for them to have
a large millstone hung around their neck
and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.

News and Prayer Requests

o Gospel Meeting at the St. James Church of Christ, Aug 30 - Sept 4 with Bruce

Reeves “Shaped for God’s Glory”

o Sunday @ 9:30am SACRIFICE - The Shepherd with Wounds
Sunday @ 10:15am PRAISE - One Song, One Body
Sunday @ 5:00pm CONVERSION — “And the Lord Opened Her Heart”
Monday @ 7:00pm TRANSFORMATION — “Should Christians Hear About Baptism?”
Tuesday @ 7:00pm FELLOWSHIP — “Can the New Testament Church Still Be Found?”
Wednesday @ 7:00pm ENCOURAGEMENT - Sowing to the Spirit on Ground Level
Thursday @ 7:00pm SANCTIFICATION - The Reshaping Power of Confession
Friday @ 7:00pm PERSEVERANCE - Praying Through the Pain
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Who is the greatest in the kingdom of God? Out of all the people in Galilee, out of all
the people who came to see Jesus, out of all the disciples who followed Jesus, the
apostles were chosen. Is that not enough? No, they constantly argued about which of
them was the greatest (cp. Matthew 20:20-28; 23:11; Mark 9:34; 10:35-45; Luke 9:46-
48; 22:24-27).

Greatness and Humility, 08/10/2026 by Hugh Del.ong

What is greatness? How do we define it? How do we measure it? Great in what? Great
in influence? In encouragement? In forgiving? In mercy? In benevolence? The world’s

goals would include being rich, famous, powerful, popular, etc. Some are in fact ‘great’

at accomplishing such goals, and yet they are extremely poor towards God. This hits at
the very heart of man’s purpose in life.

We are stewards, for not only do all our possessions come by the permissive will of
God, but also our abilities. Our very lives are totally dependent upon Him (Acts 17:28).
We make plans and purposes only to have the circumstances of life nullify them. (read
Proverbs 19:21).

Under the law of Moses, they were warned to remember that “In the wilderness He fed
you manna which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He
might test you, to do good for you in the end. Otherwise, you may say in your heart,
'My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.' But you shall remember
the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may
confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day” (Deuteronomy
8:16-18).

What do you have that you did not receive (I Corinthians 4:7)? This was said in the
context of arguing about who was ‘the greatest teacher’. Yet, Paul affirms that even in
that role, it is not about being ‘greater’, but about being faithful to God. Living up to
one’s ability will bring a ‘well done, thou good and faithful servant’ from our Lord. Of
whom much is given, much is required. Yet, having done all that is required, we are still
unworthy of God’s love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness (Luke 17:10)

We are servants, servants of God. Let us strive to serve one another. Paul said: “Do
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another
as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal
interests, but also for the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4)

Are you great at putting others first?



