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ADMIT ONE: BLESSING IN JESUS TICKET NO: EPHESIANS 1:3

LET THERE BE NO

PASSHOLDER: CHILD OF GOD STATUS: PAID IN FULL (BY THE BLOOD)
[ INCLUDED IN YOUR PASSAGE ]  VALID: WITH OBEDIANCE TO HIM Y
DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH. B |
+ SALVATION: YOU ARE FORGIVEN ~ EPH 1:7 IN HIM WE HAVE REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS BLOOD
| |+ PEACE: YOUR HEART IS GUARDED  PHIL 4:7 PEACE OF GOD WHICH TRANSCENDS UNDERSTANDING
RATHER, BE OF ONE MIND, + J0Y: STRENGTH THROUGH HIM NEH 8:10 THE J0Y OF THE LORD TS YOUR STRENGTH |

« PRAYER: DIRECT ACCESS TO GOD HEB 4:16 APPROACH THE THRONE OF GRACE WITH C'rNFIpENCE
¥

UNITED IN THOUGHT AND

/' « PURPOSE:YOU HAVE GREAT PURPOSE MATT 28:19 "GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES '\ .

¢ EPHESIANS 1:3

* PRAISE BE TO THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS
" 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10 CHRIST, WHO HAS BLESSED US IN THE HEAVENLY REALMS
WITH EVERY SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN CHRIST."

News and Prayer Requests
e Paul Moreland to have heart surgery for stents on 2/11.
e Mike Simpson to have back surgery on 2/20.
e Stacy Nowak nearing her due date!




Article
Always a Child of God, 2/8/2026 by Terry Wane Benton

If it is true that “once you are a child of God, you can never be lost or cease to be a child of God,” then
what happened to Adam and the rest of the sons of God? Adam is called the son of God (Luke 3:38), and
the rest of humanity came from the same “Father.” Hebrews 12 calls God “the Father of spirits.” All spirits
were Fathered by God. So, all of us were originally sons of God. Did we remain His children? We did not!
We became the children of the devil by our choice to sin and listen to the voice of selfish lust. We then
became “sons of disobedience,” and like Adam, we became separated from God, becoming “children of
wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3). It became our nature by virtue of practice to fulfill the desires of the flesh and
push away from our plans the thought of serving God and righteousness.

So, it is not only possible, but it is the pattern of mankind to start out innocent as sons of God, move away
from God into sin, become sons of disobedience (sons of the devil), and become by nature children
destined for wrath. The Bible does not teach that once you are a child of God, you are always a child of
God. Neither does it teach that once you are a child of the devil, you cannot cease being a child of the
devil. Jesus called the Pharisees a “brood of vipers” and even said that Satan was their father (Matthew
23; John 8 ). Saul of Tarsus was a “Pharisee of the Pharisees” (Philippians 3). Thus, he had been a child
of Satan. Could this child of the devil stop being a child of the devil? He could and did. He turned from sin
to God and God adopted him into His family (Ephesians 1, Romans 8:13-15). Once a child of the devil,
you are not automatically always a child of the devil. You can quit serving the devil.

It comes down to who you serve. Can you cease serving one master and start serving another? The
answer is seen in Romans 6. A servant of sin can “die to sin” and can be buried with Christ in baptism
(Romans 6:3-6) and rise up together with Christ to “walk in newness of life”. In Christ, we are adopted,
and with adoption we have a new Father and become heirs together with Christ. Now, Adam was the son
of God, and God told His son that “the day you eat of the tree in the midst of the garden, you will surely
die.” That means that God’s son could be separated from His Father, and that separation would not be
easily repaired. You remember that the devil said, “You will not surely die” (Genesis 3). The devil was
teaching that once you are a child of God, you cannot be separated in death from your Father. Do you
realize that the devil is still teaching that false doctrine?

Now it is possible to always be a child of God or always be a child of the devil, but the truth is that we can
all choose to change who or what we will serve. By the grace of God, a child of the devil can learn about
Christ, repent of sins, and be adopted into God’s family. But it is also true that a child of God can “fall from
grace” (Galatians 5:1-4), can “develop an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God” (Hebrews
3:12). A man who enters the Christian race with desire for the prize of heaven with God can “become
disqualified” (I Corinthians 9:27). Paul was guided by the Spirit, and yet he did not believe that the prize
was so fixed for him that he couldn’t lose it. He actually believed that if he did not discipline his body and
bring it into subjection, though he had surely started out toward winning the prize, he could lose the
discipline and focus of the race and become “disqualified” from the prize. If a believer becomes an
unbeliever and falls from grace, he does not get the prize. The prize is the crown of life rewarded in
heaven. We have to be disciplined and stay within the rules of the race, or we will be disqualified.

Paul said that the Jews have become “cut off” due to unbelief (Romans 11:20) and he told the Gentile
believers that it was possible for them to get haughty and stop standing by faith, and “He may not spare
you either” (Romans 11:21). In Romans 11:22 he said that severity comes to those “who fell” and if they
do not continue in unbelief “He is able to graft them in again” (Romans 11:23). So, the goodness of God
and the severity of God is toward those who can go either direction. You can “continue” in His goodness,
or you can continue toward His wrath, or you can cease to continue in either venue. Any denial of this is
from the devil. He would like you to believe that once you are a child of God, you are automatically always
qualified for the prize. Don’t be haughty! You can fall from grace! Beware!



