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For ye are all the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
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Articles

Putting On Christ, 07/24/2022 By Robbie Moreland
Sermon Recording: tinyurl.com/PutOnChrist

When you awake from sleep... What is most of your daily wake up routine involve?

Removal of the old clothes?

Shower?

Watch/jewelry, glasses/contacts?
Deodorant/perfume/cologne?
Clothing?

Maybe a coat/raincoat/hat/sunglasses?

Different people and different jobs might have something unique even to put on to prepare
them for their day. Police might put on their duty belt, cuffs, batons, firearms. Military
would put on armor, helmets. Road construction workers might put on hardhats and
reflective gear and walkie talkies.

So, just like how we put on so many things to prepare for the day. Clothes, perfume,
coats, gear, or whatever, we should also have in our mind to be putting on spiritual things
to prepare us to go out as well.

Put on Christ

The first set of thoughts is to Put on Christ.
Read Romans 13:11-14

So, just as how we started with the idea of waking up and putting on physically what we
needed for the day, we see here the idea of waking up spiritually, and putting on Christ
and the armor of light. Each and every day should involve us remembering Christ.
Remembering God. And, remembering who we are and how we are supposed to live.

But... How do we even Put on Christ? First, there is an initial step to be done by all who
wish to Put on Christ.

Read Galatians 3:26-27
We put on Christ in Baptism. Having our sins washed away, and a clean slate begins. This
is the single most important decision we can make in our lives. We have to decide to

follow Jesus, and to put Him on.

But then what? How do we keep Christ on?


https://tinyurl.com/PutOnChrist

on the New Man

After putting on Christ, next is putting off the old, and putting on the new. Commitment starts with
Baptism then expands to various aspects of Godliness.

Read Ephesians 4:20-24

So, we have to discard or put off the old conduct, and our old ways. We have to renew or recycle
our mind and our thinking, and put on the new man. We have to pursue and put on righteousness
and holiness and all things Godly.

But what exactly does that entail? It entails a lifelong commitment of change. Constant removal,
and putting on. As we learn and grow we evolve over time.

Read 2Peter 1:5-9

After putting on Christ, we then have to start removing and adding other things to ourselves as
well. We have to remove the old to make way for the new. We have to add to or put on goodness,
knowledge, self control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. That is quite the
list, but shows the portrait or image of what God expects of us. Even here we see almost a
progression starting with faith.Then we have to evolve that faith by adding the rest.

Read Col 3:1-17

Here, we see we need to take off the old self, that old self is now dead. We see a listing of things
to remove including impurity and covetousness. We are told to put away anger and slander and
unclean speech. But, the letter doesn’t stop there.

We are told to put on:
Compassionate Hearts
Kindness
Humility
Meekness
Patience
Forgiveness
Love
Peace
Thankfulness

A list in which we can see something we have to work on. Maybe we don’t have enough
compassion for others who have needs. Maybe it is having more patience towards a coworker.
Maybe it is having love for your enemies. Maybe it is seeking peace. Or Maybe it is being thankful
and appreciative for what you have in life. Or maybe it is a bit of all the above. Either way, it is
something we are told to Put On, so let’s work on them and become stronger and let Christ dwell
in us.

| challenge you then this week and throughout life, that as you put on your daily attires, belts,
hats, perfumes, makeups, school lanyards, work IDs, or whatever it may be, that you remember
to also ensure you have Christ put on. Look at yourself in the mirror and examine yourself. Do
you see Christ reflected? Or do you see something that needs fixed?



Why Christ and Christianity, 8/20/2022 by Doy Movyer

| am a Christian for several reasons. | cannot make others accept Christ. | cannot
tell others what will convince them. | can only provide an accounting for why I am a
Christian and hope that others might think about it. Regardless of difficulties
encountered by any worldview, here are some reasons why | maintain my faith
and would offer for consideration by others:

. Christianity is a total worldview, not just bits and pieces of scattered
information here and there. This is important because we should want a
consistent, cohesive, and coherent concept of reality. Christianity makes
sense of what we know about reality because it is able to tie the various
aspects of reality together into a coherent whole based upon rational,
foundational premises. This includes making sense of the problem of
suffering, the human ability to think, the dignity of humanity, the need for
love and hope, the desire for justice, and the human need to reach out for
something greater and higher. Far more can be said here, but other
worldviews, particularly those that deny anything outside of material reality
(naturalism), cannot provide for what Christianity encompasses. Mindless,
purposeless, accidental, chance processes cannot give us the ability to
reason, act morally, define good or evil, answer the desire for justice, lay a
foundation for grace and forgiveness, or provide for our greatest needs.

. Christianity is grounded upon a historical crucifixion account that neither
Jewish nor Gentile cultures would have invented or accepted unless there is
more to the story. It was foolishness to the Gentiles and a stumbling block to
the Jews (I Corinthians 1:18ff). The idea that a Jewish peasant from an
obscure place in Galilee would be crucified (the most shameful, humiliating
death as a criminal) and then proclaimed raised and exalted as the Savior of
the world makes no sense for any group to invent or accept if it wasn't true.
Yet here it is, and it cannot be brushed off as if it came out of nowhere for no
reason. The writers telling the story intended for it to be understood as
actual (Luke 1:1-4), and there is no reason to think this is not the case unless
we decide ahead of time that it cannot be true.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.18ff
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.1-4

Resurrection is the “more to the story.” Paul's argument, written close to the
events, is neither easily dismissed historically nor can it be reasonably
explained away as a legend. That Paul wrote | Corinthians sometime between
AD 50-54 (about 20 years after the events in question) is acknowledged even
by skeptics. Paul's formulaic statement in | Corinthians 15:1-4 shows that the
belief was even earlier and goes back to the events themselves. Saying that
this was a later invention does not work. Historically the resurrection stands
on solid ground.

. The existence of the church, established in the first century, is grounded in
the resurrection from the beginning. If the resurrection is a fable, there
would be no reason for the church to have come into existence in the first
place. The church did not first come into existence and then later develop the
resurrection; rather, the resurrection was its foundation. This, again,
highlights the historical nature of the events.

. There is also a very practical consideration. Christ meets the needs that ring
true for human beings. Think about all that we hope for in life. We know that
things in this world are not what they ought to be. There is brokenness about
what is happening in this world. Evil is real and we long for it to be abolished.
Human beings need hope. We need to reach out for something greater than
ourselves. We long for fellowship, justice, love, grace, forgiveness, and other
intangibles that cannot be explained by brute materialism. Christianity meets
these needs and more. It makes sense of the problem of evil and sin, but
also provides an answer of grace that leads to renewed hope. In Christ is

realized the greatest needs, the noblest aspirations, and fulfills what being

human is supposed to be.

| am a Christian, then, because in Christ | see a worldview that makes sense of what
we know to be true about reality. It maintains a historical foundation that can be
investigated and cannot be easily dismissed without making prior assumptions about
reality. | see power in the nature of the Gospel story. When | hear that story and place
it aside my sinful life, | see not only the truth of it but also the personal need for it. |
need the grace that the story encompasses. | need the love and newness that it
brings. | need the God who is the foundation of all and knows me better than | can
know myself.

This is also why I'm convinced that we need to tell the Gospel story and let it have its
effect. Some will hate it and dismiss it as foolish. Others will see that dismissing it is
foolish and it needs to be accepted. The soil will show itself for what it is (what kind of
soil are we?), but by all means, spread the message and let that message do its job.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.1-4

